
 
 

People, Places … and Sheehanigans 

 
Now here’s a sheehanigan for L.A. area movie lovers. 

Instead of fighting the crowds, the lines, and the parking lot gridlock at your local multiplex … try 
taking a leisurely late afternoon Sunday drive, out through the mountain greenery, where nature 
paints the scenery, to the Topanga Canyon countryside setting of the Will Geer Theatricum 
Botanicum (named after good ol’ grandpa in “The Waltons”) where you will find — live on stage 
— one of the most involving, engaging, enlightening, entertaining pieces of world class theater I 
have seen in a long time. 

A somewhat astounding statement, I know, but I was thoroughly astound-ed! 

The play is Tracy Lett’s "August: Osage County”, a not so literate title for a very literate piece of 
writing, so literate it won the Pulitzer Prize and an armful of Tony Awards a few years ago.  It 
was turned into an only so-so Meryl Streep/Julia Roberts movie last year, and now “Osage’ is 
being given a fresh and lively comedic/dramatic staging by the long-running Theatricum 
ensemble, under the deft direction of Mary Jo Duprey.  

It really is a helluva play, filled with great performances to enjoy, great life lessons to learn, and 
great gems of poetic wisdom to be digested and kept close to your heart. 

Sitting through the two sizable action-packed acts of “August: Osage County” is like spending a 
couple of days with a wonderfully wacky but humanly authentic family as they inter-act and act-
out the dynamics of dysfunction and the possibility of learning to love in spite of it all - while 
facing the sometimes inevitable necessity of gittin' out while the gittin's good.  

Will Geer’s oldest daughter and Theatricum majordomo for 40 years, Ellen Geer, gives a 
perfectly precise yet wildly flamboyant performance as the matriarch of the clan, dealing with the 
‘missing person’ persona of her lifelong published poet alcoholic husband, while her grown 
children and their varied marital partners, in varied stages of marital disarray and discord, gather 
round her for support amid un-supportable circumstances. 

What happens next - and next - and next - and so on … cannot be captured by description, at 
least not mine, but must be witnessed and shared and experienced to even begin to fathom. 

Fathoming, of course, is half the fun with this "August: Osage County”, thanks also to the fact 
that Ellen Geer is very ably aided and abetted by a large cast of Actor’s Equity thespians who 
know how to thrill an audience with intense truth — especially Susan Angelo as the fierce and 
fiery oldest daughter, Alan Blumenfeld as a brilliantly blustering in-law, Melora Marshall as the 
matriarch’s motormouth sister, while Abby Craden and Willow Geer add unexpected flashes of 
furtive femaleness with their problematic choices in husbands-to-be.  

The Theatricum Botanicum production of “August: Osage County" truly is … truly touching, truly 
terrific, truly comic and truly true.  
 

“AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY” 
will be playing most Sundays and some  
Saturdays thruout the summer until the  
end of September. 
310-455-2322 or www.theatricum.com 


